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Buildings Bomb Search
At a Glance Disclaimer 

The information in these articles is the result of years of formal training, 

personal experience in security operations, and in-depth research.  

The techniques and materials discussed in them have proven effective.  

However, it is not the intent of the CONCID or the contributor to 

create a false sense of security for the reader.  It is impossible for anyone 

to guarantee that the information provided can prevent anyone from becoming 

the victim of a determined individual, whether terrorist or criminal.  What it 

can do is provide general information and understanding from which to 

develop a basic framework for a “Bomb Threat Management Plan.”

Nor the CONCID or the contributor assume any responsibility for any

Mishaps,  injuries, mental or physical trauma, or any harm whatsoever to 

individual readers that may result from terrorist or criminal acts.

Sample Telephone Bomb 

Threat Report Format

•As most threats happen over the 

phone, it is essential to have “Bomb 

Threats Checklist/Report Format by 

all telephones.

Search Team Composition:

•4, 2x MAN SEARCHTEAMS 

-No. 1 MAN PRIMARY 
-No. 2 MAN OVER WATCH  

EXTERIOR 

SEARCH TM

LOWER LEVEL 

SEARCH TM

PUBLIC AREAS

SEARCH TM

DETAILED 

ROOM 

SEARCH TM

C&C

Four Types of 

Search Teams

Search Teams
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Bomb Search Plan Considerations:

•Generate a plan (must include search criterion based on analysis of the  
bomb threat)

•Clear C2 (Command and control or C2 is the key to a successful well 
coordinated bomb search—these are the people in-charge the decision 
makers)

•Search methodically

•Search the assigned area painstakingly before moving to another

•One man search teams are acceptable/two-man teams are more desirable

•Make as little changes to the environment as possible

•Generate uniform marking system

•Time factor (if a time device is suspected—ID by threatening  call or 
otherwise—team must be extracted from building ½ hour prior to know 
detonation time)

•All teams must begin search at the same time

Search Planning (What do you need?)

Blue Prints
OVERHEAD

IMAGERY
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Conducting The Search

Exterior Search Includes: All possible areas 
where a device may be concealed must be 
searched to include however, not limited to roofs, 
and fire escapes.

Parking Lots (Visual Check):

Use mirror and if suspected items are identified 
“don’t touch vehicles” and notify authorities.

Drainage Systems:
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Man Holes: Sewer Grills:

Window Ledges, Flower Boxes, Gardens Ground Level A/C’s, Power Sources, Up 

And Down Stairwells
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Garbage Container, Trash Cans, Roofs Public areas:

- Easy access 

- rest rooms (females)

- Toilettes 

-Tanks

-Towel disposal area

- Telephone rooms

- Lobby

- Elevators (Access 

panel, and top of elevator)

Low Level Areas:

- Basement and underground 
garages

- Maintenance areas

--Use maintenance personnel as 

they know what’s normal and can 

detect thing that do not belong in 

the area   

- Closets 

- Garbage containers

Detailed Room Search:

-Pre-search planning

--Rope

--Marking tape

--Flashlights 

--Mirrors

--Ladders

--Mechanical breaching tools

--Hand tools

--Non-ferrous (non-Iron) proves
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Detailed Room Search Cont.:

*   Visual search (in order)

Floor

Walls

Ceiling Detailed Room Search Cont.:

- Physical search

-- Use tape or string (wall to wall)

-- Use mirror under desks and chairs 

-- Open windows

-- Open access panels

-- Search fuse boxes

-- Desks drawers

-- Rugs (do not roll.  Fold to prevent 
detonation of devices)

-Book shelves
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Detailed Search Cont.:

-- Side walls

-- Opposite walls

-- False ceiling 

- once the search is complete…mark room with 
tape

- Turn in card with location and comments of 
search

- Compare card with floor plan and id areas 
that still need to be searched

What To Do With IED’s:

- Do not touch

- Call or notify Authorities

- Notify EOD (Explosive Experts)

- Mark location

- Evacuate area

Upon removal of IED search teams will re-enter 
structure and continue to search the rest of the 
building  


